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Be Brave

Asahigaoka High School 2nd Grade
Kenijiro Ikebuchi

| used to have a best friend in Junior High School. One day, He
came to me and began telling me hurtful words. | thought it was
a joke and | didn't care much because we were best friends.
But as days passed, the bullying escalated. He started
punching me, ripped my notes and wrote mean words on my
desk. | didn't tell anyone about the bullying because | got
scared that it might get worse.

As | entered Asahigaoka High School, | told myself that this
would be a chance to be approved and to fight for myself. So |
joined the student council. This was because | knew it would be
a great opportunity for me to help people, especially those who
are being bullied. | wanted to help them out because | knew
how it feels to be alone and to feel vulnerable.

In the student council, we did a lot of projects to stop bullying.
One of those was a big gathering with other schools. |
happened to talk about the problems at school with many
seniors who have a lot of experience. They kindly gave me a lot
of advice and shared experiences of their own. | was deeply
moved by their brave stories.

Thanks to the meeting and tasks in the student council, I've got
to think that I've become more socialize and active than | used
to be, and know | wasn’t the only one who struggle with his or
her past. | promise myself that | will continue to tackle problems
each student has and to give them happy high school lives,
with my bravery.

Thank you for your listening.
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